
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

6 July 2020 
 
 

 
Salford Crescent and University District Development Framework Document 
 
Dear Sir / Madam,   
 
The Salford Crescent and University District area, encompassing Adelphi Street, The Crescent, the 
University of Salford, Salford Innovation Park, Peel Park and the Meadow, is a priority regeneration 
area for the Council.  It covers approximately 100 hectares and will see significant regeneration and 
development activity over the next 10-15 years.   
 
In May 2014, the Council endorsed a Development Framework covering the Crescent area which can 
be viewed on our website at: https://www.salford.gov.uk/planning-building-and-
regeneration/planning-policies/local-planning-policy/other-local-planning-policies/the-crescent-
development-framework/.   
 
Since this time, further work has been undertaken by the City Council and the University of Salford to 
review and refine the proposals for the Crescent, set out within a new City Council and University 
Masterplan for the area – ‘the Salford Crescent and University District masterplan’. The Masterplan 
vision and objectives were subject to public consultation during August-September 2018.   
 
In this context, the City Council is now looking to prepare a new Development Framework, building 
on the work undertaken as part of the initial Masterplan process, to ensure that it reflects the latest 
evidence and priorities and aligns with the emerging Salford Local Plan: Development Management 
Policies and Designations document in order to create an inviting, attractive and unified place which 
provides new homes and generates jobs and knowledge, enhancing the City of Salford’s economy.  
Once adopted by the City Council the new Development Framework will replace the current 2014 
Crescent Development Framework and will guide development in the area for the next 10+ years.  
 
Vision and Objectives  
 
The City Council has now commenced work on the new Development Framework, taking into account 
the proposals set out within the Masterplan, in order to establish the key development principles and 
a delivery strategy across the area.  
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Vision  
 
The Salford Crescent and University District Development Framework aims to transform the Salford 
Crescent and University District into a globally recognised destination for people to live, learn, work, 
visit and play. It will create an inspiring, attractive and sustainable place which generates jobs and 
knowledge for the benefit of the wider community. 
 
Objectives 
 
The proposed Development Framework objectives are as follows: 
 

• Support and enhance the future development of the University - The development will 
transform the University’s Campus and the surrounding area to make it an outstanding place 
to study, work, live and visit and will raise the profile of the University regionally, nationally and 
internationally. It will enhance the campus, bridge barriers between the various University 
zones and enhance existing assets. The creation of a new innovation district will forge stronger 
links between University teaching and research and business and employers, bringing 
economic growth and added value to the economy. Planned development will bring new 
opportunities to better connect the University with industry. New infrastructure and public realm 
will better connect the campus to cultural facilities and fantastic green recreational spaces 
across the area.  

• Enhance the local experience for students and University staff- The development seeks 
to enhance the local experience for students and University staff and ensure that the University 
campus and wider Crescent area provides an attractive and safe long-term home-from-home 
base to improve academic performance and graduate retention rates within the City. 

• Create opportunity for all and ensure nobody is left behind - The development must create 
opportunities for everyone.  Future development will take advantage of all opportunities to 
maximise wider social value and contribute to social inclusion, with the aim of leaving a positive 
lasting legacy for communities within and surrounding the area.  

• Create a place with culture at its heart - The development will build on the fantastic existing 
assets across the area to create a place rich in culture. A new cultural hub will be created, 
centred around the landmark Salford Museum and Art Gallery and former Fire Station. The 
redevelopment of Maxwell Hall will create a modern conferencing and event centre. 
Connectivity between assets across the cultural hub will be significantly enhanced by high 
quality public realm enhancements. 

• Generate high quality employment and create a truly unique and compelling innovation 
district - The development will seek to generate high-quality employment opportunities across 
the area. The innovation district will be an attraction to both skilled and creative workers, 
innovative firms, researchers and investors. The innovation zone will be interconnected with 
the University, MediaCityUK and Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust to help realise the 
ambition of the Salford innovation triangle. The University Industrial Collaboration Strategy 
(ICS) will be used as a fundamental principle to encourage industry partnership schemes.  

• Radically change and enhance existing infrastructure and public realm - The 
development will provide new green infrastructure and public realm that will allow for 
sustainable travel and connectivity throughout the area and into adjacent communities. 
Opportunities will be explored to create a new high-quality transport hub centred around 
Salford Crescent Station, including potential new Metrolink connections to Salford Quays and 
the City Centre, creating a destination that is accessible to all and that facilitates enhanced 
sustainable travel choices.  

• Provide high quality homes and a mix of tenures - The development will contain a varied 
mix of high-quality, adaptable, low energy homes for everyone. 

• Lead the way to carbon neutrality - The development will have sustainability at its core; 
creating sustainable transport and infrastructure, ensuring climate reliance, increasing bio-



 
 

diversity, creating healthy streets and public realm and developing highly sustainable and 
environmentally friendly buildings. 

• Enhance the wealth of existing green assets and significantly increase biodiversity - 
The development will capitalise on the fantastic green spaces that already exist in the area 
and create new infrastructure and public realm full of rich greenery that will encourage walking, 
cycling and recreation.  

• Respond to and integrate with the local communities - The development will respond to, 
and fully integrate with the surrounding community. The development will create new links to 
surrounding communities to ensure that the new buildings, places and infrastructure that are 
created benefit everyone. 

• Conserving and enhancing the area’s unique historic environment - The development will 
establish a positive strategy for the conservation and enjoyment of the area’s unique historic 
environment and character, celebrating the Crescent’s many listed buildings and structures, 
historic parks and archaeological sites.  

• Support healthy lifestyles and improved wellbeing - The development will support healthy 
lifestyles and the improved wellbeing of students and University staff and of current and new 
residents and employees through the provision of safe and accessible green infrastructure, 
sustainable transport, enhanced public realm, quality new homes and employment 
opportunities. Opportunities will exist to develop and enhance physical health infrastructure 
and facilities in the locality.  

 
Revisions to the Development Framework 
 
Since the existing Development Framework for the area was adopted in 2014, there have been a 
number of changes in terms of housing and employment need within the City of Salford and the 
requirements of the University have also evolved. The new Development Framework will be informed 
by an assessment of the latest evidence base documents. It will also review the boundary of the 
Development Framework area, having consideration of the adjoining landholdings and the need to 
incorporate key pieces of infrastructure to ensure there is sufficient connectivity across this new urban 
City District.   
 
We would welcome any comments which will assist us in informing the review of the Development 
Framework. We would welcome responses to the following questions: 
 
1) Do you agree with the proposed red line boundary, shown edged red on the enclosed plan, 

which establishes the extent of the regeneration area? 
2) Do you agree with the vision for the future of the area and what the Development Framework 

is aiming to create? 
3) Do you agree with the objectives proposed to achieve the vision for the area? 
4) What key themes do you think the Development Framework should cover (i.e. traffic, heritage, 

blue-green infrastructure) and what key issues should it seek to address?  
5) Do you have any other comments to make on the proposed Development Framework at this 

stage? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Submission of Comments 
 
All comments should be received by the City Council no later than 3 August 2020.  
 
Comments may be submitted by any of the following means:  
 

• By email to plans.consultation@salford.gov.uk   
• By post to:  

 
Salford Crescent and University District Development Framework Document 
consultation  
Spatial Planning  
Salford Civic Centre  
Chorley Road  
Swinton  
M27 5BY  

 
The City Council’s preferred communication method is via email and therefore if you have received 
this letter by post, we would be grateful if you could provide an email address for all future 
correspondence. 
 
Subject to the nature of comments received, we intend to prepare an updated Draft Development 
Framework Document, which will be subject to formal consultation later this year. 
 
If you have any queries regarding the proposed review of the Salford Crescent Development 
Framework Document please contact the spatial planning team via 
plans.consultation@salford.gov.uk   
 
Data protection 
 
Please note that all comments will be held by Salford City Council and will be available to view publicly. 
Comments cannot be treated as confidential. Your personal information, such as your postal and e-
mail address will not be published, but your name and organisation (if relevant) will. 
 
In responding to this consultation your contact details will automatically be added to the Council’s 
planning policy consultation database. If you do not want to be contacted about future stages of the 
Salford Crescent Development Framework Document, or other planning policy documents, please let 
us know in your response. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
James Shuttleworth  
Head of Planning 
 
Encs. Proposed Development Framework Boundary Plan   
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Proposed Salford Crescent and University District Development Framework Red Line Boundary
July 2020
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